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^^™IOCATl5EtOFCOPE^^ 



Sir: 



Pursuan. .o 37 C.F.R g, .56, U,e a„e„,i„„ „f a,e Pa,e„, ^ Trad«.ark Office is 
hereby directed .o .he references hs.ed o„ U,e a«ached Fo™ PTai449. Copie. of each of 
Ihe references Usted on Form PTO-1449 are attached. 

Also enclosed is a copy of an ta,ema,ional Search Report bearing a ntailing date of 
Febntaty 9, ,999, and the U.S. PTO is directed thereto for a concise statement of possible 
relevance of references AG and AH cited therein. 

In comphance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 CFR § 1 .98(a)(3) 
for foreign language documents, Reference AI is discussed on page 2 of the present 
specification. 



The attention of the Patent Office is drawn to the following copending applications: 

Ser. No. 08/965,239 (Our Ref.: 789__001), filed November 6, 1997, 

Ser No. 08/991,589 (Our Ref.: 789_005), filed December 15, 1997, 

Ser. No. 09/046,387 (Our Ref: 789_009), filed March 23, 1998, 

Ser. No. 09/1 15,978 (Our Ref: 789_012), filed July 15, 1998, 

which may contain technical subject matter related to that of the present invention. This 

identification is not to be construed as a waiver of secrecy as to the cited applications now or 

upon issuance of the present application as a patent. The Examiner is respectfiilly requested 

to consider the cited applications and the art cited therein during examination of the present 

application. 

The above information is presented so that the Patent and Trademark Office may, in 
the first instance, determine any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. See 37 C.F.R. 
1.104(a) and 1.106(b) concerning the PTO duty to consider and use any such information. It 
is respectfiilly requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution 
of this application, and that these references be made of record therein and appear among the 
"References Cited" on any patent to issue therefi-om. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees associated with 
this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0289. 
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